
 
 
 
                       BALTIMORE CITY DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING  
                 URBAN DESIGN AND ARCHITECTURE REVIEW PANEL 
 
                                              MEETING  MINUTES 
 
Date:__October 28, 2010______________________________Meeting No:_ 117 _____ 
 
Project: Brewers Hill Phase II           Phase:  Final 
 
Location: Toone/O’Donnell/Dean Streets 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
PRESENTATION: 
 
Adam Harbin of The Hanover Company, developer of the project, introduced Luis 
Bernardo of Design Collective, Inc., who outlined the progress made since the 
presentation made to UDARP on October 14, 2010.  He stated that the work had focused 
on five areas: façades, design of the mews, the streetscape, lighting, and signage. 
Architect Nick Mansperger of Design Collective, Inc. made the presentation. 
 
Changes since October 14th include:  
 
Façades: -Calmed down through reduced number of window designs 
  -Use of cast-stone rather than foam for cornices 
  - Sol Brise at 4’ in depth  
    
Mews:   -Introduction of a threshold at either end 
  -Series of parallel parking spaces 
  -Trees pulled into the street to break up parking 
  -Introduction of a low “ceiling” plane using strings of lights  
  -Use of lamp posts used at Brewers Hill I 
   
Streetscape:  -Trees re-spaced to 25’ on center except along Toone Street, which is the 

commercial frontage (results in the addition of one tree) 
  -Brick paving at townhouses 

-Use of Willow Oaks along streetscape with Lindens used to note 
“special” entry conditions 
    

 
Lighting:  -Lighting for outdoor rooms at North Portal 

-Open Top floor of garage will be lit with pole lamps 16’ feet high and  
 



  60’on center 
-Sconces at pedestrian level 
-Uplighting at corner to highlight Main Entrance 

 
Signage: -4 types of signage   

    
 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PANEL: 
 
The Panel appreciated the responsiveness of the applicant. The changes were both 
responsive to the Panel’s previous comments and all generally successful. The Panel 
made the following comments: 
 

1. The design of the paired garage openings on the facades should be revised so as to 
be the same height and located in an alignment that is consistent with the 
fenestration pattern above. They should be at an optimum size (as small as 
possible but related to the openings above and meeting the required 
measurements).  

2. The angle of the cast stone cornice should be steeper to discourage its use by 
pigeons. 

3. The caps at the corner towers look timid as they are too thin. They should be 
increased in depth to appear more substantial.  

4. The design of the stucco at the Mews’ facades is problematic where it joins the 
brick at the lower stories. The connection should be detailed in such a way so as 
to give a sense of completion to the wall above, rather than appearing simply as it 
if had been cut off. This is a concern for the visual effect, as well as to ensure 
satisfactory protection against water at this location.  

5. The addition of the black brick to the material palette is welcomed.  
6. The use of white vinyl windows seems in contradiction to the choice of other 

materials, especially as there was no clear indication of the profile of the 
windows, making it difficult to determine what the total effect will be. Every 
effort should be made to use windows that are of a color more compatible with 
the material palette and aesthetic. 

7. As the final details for the landscape are developed, care should be taken to 
ensure that the overall design has sufficient variety to be rich in appearance, but 
not busy or boring. 

8. All tree pits should be minimum 4’ by 8’ as required by the City of Baltimore 
regulations 

9. The tree “wedges” along the Mews should be planted in their entirety and the 
trees should be planted at their center 

10. Consideration should be made of using a different tree than a Linden to denote 
“special entries”, as they can be heavy in appearance.  The Panel suggests the use 
of Locust trees, instead. 

11. The strings of lights used to create the “ceiling” plane seem too skimpy and care 
should be taken to choose lighting that is complementary to the proportions of the 
space. 



 
PANEL ACTION: 
 
Final approved with comments. 
 
 
Attending: 
 
Adam Harbin, Chase Leblanc - The Hanover Company 
Luis Bernardo, Nick Mansperger, Michael Goodwin, Kyle Litzke – Design Collective, Inc. 
Susan Williams, STV 
Wells Obrecht – Obrecht Commercial Real Estate, Inc. 
Ed Gunts - Sunpapers 
Jay Brodie, Terrance Hancock – BDC 
 
Ms. Eig; Messrs. Ramberg, Britt, Cameron – Panel 
Anthony Cataldo, Bob Quilter - Planning   
 
 


